AFFIDAVIT I N LI EU OF CERTI FI CATE OF LEGAL CAPACI TY
TO CONTRACT MARRI AGE FOR AMERI CAN CI Tl ZENS

Republic of the Philippines )
Cty of Manila )
Enbassy of the United States of Anerica)

Bef ore ne, , a Vice Consul of the
UnitedStates of America in and for the consular district of Manila,
Republic of the Philippines, duly comr ssioned and
qual i fied, personal |l y appear ed who, being
duly sworn, depose and says as foll ows:

1. My nane is , of lawful age, and | ama
citizen of theUnited States of Anmerica;

2. That | am a | egal resident of ;

3. That ny address in the Philippines is ;

4. That | was previously married to ;
Thi s marriagehavi ng been term nated by ;
On at ;

5. That | amapplying for a license to marry X
O legal age, anda citizen of ;

6. There is no | egal inpedinent of any kind to the issuance
O the marriagelicense applied for;

7. And further deponent sayeth naught.

SUBSCRI BED ANDSWORN to before ne this day of
, 19

Vi ce Consul of the

United States of Anerica
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NOTE: The Enbassy assunes no responsibility for the contents of this
contentsof this document. This affidavit is deemed sufficient for the
pur pose of conpliance with the requirenent of the Philippine |law for a
certificate ofl egal capacity to marry, in accordance with the opinion
of the Secretary of Justice dated Cctober 5, 1956, per Philippine Note
Ver bal e No. 74-1393 of May 1974.



MARRI AGE OF AMERI CAN CI TI ZENS | N THE PHI LI PPl NES

DI SCLAI MER: THEI NFORVATI ON I N THI S Cl RCULAR RELATI NG TO THE LEGAL

REQUI REMENTS FO THEPHI LI PPI NES | S PROVI DED FOR GNENERAL | NFORMATI ONONLY.
QUESTI ONS | NVOLVI NG | NTERPRETATI ON OF SPECI FI C PHI LI PPI NE LAWS SHOULDBE
ADDRESSED TO PHI LI PPI NE LEGAL COUNSEL.

Any foreigner who wishes to marry in the Philippines is required by the
Phi | i ppi ne Government to obtain from his/her Enbassy a "Certificate

of Legal Capacity of Contract Marriage" before filing an Affidavit in Lieu
of aCertificate of Legal Capacity to Contract Marriage. A citizen of the
UnitedStates may execute this affidavit at the American Enbassy in Mnila
or the Consul ar Agency in Cebu. The Anerican Enbassy is |ocated at 1201
Roxas Boul evard, Manila, tel ephone(63) (2) 521-7116.

The Enbassy is open Monday thru Friday (except Philippine and

Ameri canhol i days) from7:20 AM to 11:30 AM and from1:00 P.M to 3:00
P.M Anericans may al so obtain this affidavit at the U S. Consul ar Agency

i nCebu, 3" Floor, PCl Bank Bldg., Gorordo Avenue, Lahug, Cebu City - tel.
No. 6332231-1261. The Anerican nust present his/herU S. passport and
proof of term nation of any prior marriage(s) -- courtcertified copies
of divorce decrees of registrar certified copies of deathcertificates, if
applicable. The alien fiancé/fiancée nust also be present. There is a fee
of $10.00 for the affidavit.

Phili ppine authorities will not accept any substitute docunentinitiated in
the United States. This affidavit is issued as a notarial actby the U S
consul ar officer and as such, the consular officer is authorizedby Title
22 Code of Federal Regul ations, Section 92.9b, to refuse to performthe
service if thedocunent in connection with which the notarial act is
requested will be usedfor a purpose patently unlawful, inproper, or
inimcal to the best interestof the Unites States. Entering into a
marriage contract with an alien strictly for the purpose of enablingentry
to the Unites States for that individual is considered an unl awful act.
Therefore, it is inportant that the applicants show proof that theyhave a
marri ageabl e rel ati onship (such as correspondence, phone bills,

phot ographs together, etc.) Sectiond4221 of Title 22 United States Code
provi des for punishnment of individual swho commt perjury in an affidavit
taken by a consul ar officer.



ADDI TTI ONAL REQUI REMENT FOR U.S. M LI TARY PERSONNEL

US mlitary personnel visiting or stationed in thePhilippines should see
their mlitary personnel office regarding DOD jointservice regulation -
Marriage in Oversea Conmands (Arny Regul ation 211-18,and MCO 1752.1 for
U.S. Marine Corps personnel). The affidavit will be refused if

properm litary authorization is not presented the U S. mlitary Personnel.

THE MARRI AGE APPLI CATI ON PROCESS:

Once an Anmerican citizen has obtained fromthe Enbassy an"Affidavit in
Lieu of a Certificate of Legal Capacity to Marry", he/she can file an
application for a marriagelicense at the office of the Philippine civil
registrar in the town or citywhere on of the parties is a resident. The
US. citizen applicant will needto present:

- the affidavit;

- divorce decree(s) or death certificate(s) required to verify civil

status andcapacity to nmarry;
- U S passport;
- Docunentation regardi ng parental consent or advice.

Marri age applicants age 18 to 21 nust have witten parental consent. Those
age 22. To 24 nusthave received parental advice. Philippine | aw prohibits
marri age forindividuals below 18 years old. The marriage can be preforned
by a judge, am nister or other person authorized by the governnent of the
Phili ppines. Marriage to a U.S. citizen confersneither citizenship nor an
automatic eligibility for entry to the UnitedStates. |If the U S. citizen
does not reside in the Philippines, thePetition for Inmmgrant Visa (I-130)
must be filed through the I mm grationand Naturalization Service office in
the Unites States.

The visa process typically takes fromfive to nine nonths fromthe dateof
filing to the date of final adjudication. Any questions about filing
ani mm grant visa petition to bring the spouse to the United States shoul d
bedirected to thenearest office of the Immgration and Naturalization
Service, the StateDepartnent's Visa Ofice (202) 663-1225 or, while in the
Phi | i ppi nes, to theAnerican Enbassy in Manli a.

ALTERNATI VE TO MARRI AGE ABRQOAD:

I nstead of the procedures presented above, it is possible tofile a
petition of an alien to enter the United States as the fiancé(e)of an
American citizen. This enables the parties to marry in the UnitedStates.
Anerican fiancé(e)s should contact the Immigration and Naturalization
Service officenearest their residence for further informtion.

( CONS: 5488P/ 1- 2) : January 1997



