
AFFIDAVIT IN LIEU OF CERTIFICATE OF LEGAL CAPACITY
TO CONTRACT MARRIAGE FOR AMERICAN CITIZENS

Republic of the Philippines            )
City of Manila               )
Embassy of the United States of America)

Before me, _______________________, a Vice Consul of the
UnitedStates of America in and for the consular district of Manila,
Republic of the Philippines, duly commissioned and
qualified,personally appeared ____________________________ who, being
duly sworn,depose and says as follows:

1. My name is ________________________, of lawful age, and I am a
citizen of theUnited States of America;

2. That I am a legal resident of _______________________________;

3. That my address in the Philippines is _______________________;
_____________________________________________________________;

4. That I was previously married to ____________________________;
This marriagehaving been terminated by _____________________;
On __________________________ at ____________________________;

5. That I am applying for a license to marry ___________________;
Of legal age, anda citizen of ______________________________;

6. There is no legal impediment of any kind to the issuance
Of the marriagelicense applied for;

7. And further deponent sayeth naught.

_____________________________

SUBSCRIBED ANDSWORN to before me this _________ day of
____________________, 19______.

________________________
   Vice Consul of the
United States of America

*****************************************************************
NOTE: The Embassy assumes no responsibility for the contents of this
contentsof this document. This affidavit is deemed sufficient for the
purpose ofcompliance with the requirement of the Philippine law for a
certificate oflegal capacity to marry, in accordance with the opinion
of the Secretary of Justice dated October 5, 1956,per Philippine Note
Verbale No. 74-1393 of May 1974.



MARRIAGE OF AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE PHILIPPINES

---------------------------------------------------------------------
DISCLAIMER: THEINFORMATION IN THIS CIRCULAR RELATING TO THE LEGAL
REQUIREMENTS FO THEPHILIPPINES IS PROVIDED FOR GNENERAL INFORMATIONONLY.
QUESTIONS INVOLVING INTERPRETATION OF SPECIFIC PHILIPPINE LAWS SHOULDBE
ADDRESSED TO PHILIPPINE LEGAL COUNSEL.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Any foreigner who wishes to marry in the Philippines is required by the
Philippine Government to obtain from his/her Embassy a "Certificate
ofLegal Capacity of Contract Marriage" before filing an Affidavit in Lieu
of aCertificate of Legal Capacity to Contract Marriage.  A citizen of the
UnitedStates may execute this affidavit at the American Embassy in Manila
or the Consular Agency in Cebu.The American Embassy is located at 1201
Roxas Boulevard, Manila, telephone(63) (2) 521-7116.

The Embassy is open Monday thru Friday (except Philippine and
Americanholidays) from 7:20 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. and from 1:00 P.M. to 3:00
P.M.Americans may also obtain this affidavit at the U.S. Consular Agency
inCebu, 3rd Floor, PCI Bank Bldg., Gorordo Avenue, Lahug, Cebu City - tel.
No. 6332231-1261.  The American must present his/herU.S. passport and
proof of termination of any prior marriage(s)  --  courtcertified copies
of divorce decrees of registrar certified copies of deathcertificates, if
applicable. The alien fiancé/fiancée must also be present.  There is a fee
of $10.00 for the affidavit.

Philippine authorities will not accept any substitute documentinitiated in
the United States.  This affidavit is issued as a notarial actby the U.S.
consular officer and as such, the consular officer is authorizedby Title
22 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 92.9b, to refuse to perform the
service if thedocument in connection with which the notarial act is
requested will be usedfor a purpose patently unlawful, improper, or
inimical to the best interestof the Unites States.  Entering into a
marriage contract with an alien strictly for the purpose of enablingentry
to the Unites States for that individual is considered an unlawfulact.
Therefore, it is important that the applicants show proof that theyhave a
marriageable relationship (such as correspondence, phone bills,
photographs together, etc.)  Section4221 of Title 22 United States Code
provides for punishment of individualswho commit perjury in an affidavit
taken by a consular officer.



ADDITTIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL:

U.S. military personnel visiting or stationed in thePhilippines should see
their military personnel office regarding DOD jointservice regulation -
Marriage in Oversea Commands (Army Regulation 211-18,and MCO 1752.1 for
U.S. Marine Corps personnel).  The affidavit will be refused if
propermilitary authorization is not presented the U.S. military Personnel.

THE MARRIAGE APPLICATION PROCESS:

Once an American citizen has obtained from the Embassy an"Affidavit in
Lieu of a Certificate of Legal Capacity to Marry", he/she can file an
application for a marriagelicense at the office of the Philippine civil
registrar in the town or citywhere on of the parties is a resident.  The
U.S. citizen applicant will needto present:

- the affidavit;
- divorce decree(s) or death certificate(s) required to verify civil

status andcapacity to marry;
- U.S. passport;
- Documentation regarding parental consent or advice.

Marriage applicants age 18 to 21 must have written parental consent.Those
age 22. To 24 musthave received parental advice. Philippine law prohibits
marriage forindividuals below 18 years old.  The marriage can be preformed
by a judge, aminister or other person authorized by the government of the
Philippines.Marriage to a U.S. citizen confersneither citizenship nor an
automatic eligibility for entry to the UnitedStates.  If the U.S. citizen
does not reside in the Philippines, thePetition for Immigrant Visa (I-130)
must be filed through the Immigrationand Naturalization Service office in
the Unites States.

The visa process typically takes from five to nine months from the dateof
filing to the date of final adjudication.  Any questions about filing
animmigrant visa petition to bring the spouse to the United States should
bedirected to thenearest office of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, the StateDepartment's Visa Office (202) 663-1225 or, while in the
Philippines, to theAmerican Embassy in Manlia.

ALTERNATIVE TO MARRIAGE ABROAD:

Instead of the procedures presented above, it is possible tofile a
petition of an alien to enter the United States as the fiancé(e)of an
American citizen.  This enables the parties to marry in the UnitedStates.
American fiancé(e)s should contact the Immigration and Naturalization
Service officenearest their residence for further information.
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